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We will grant that, in most cases, articles written on " the study 
of Hebrew," " the advantages of the study of Hebrew," and kindred 
topics, are scarcely worth the reading ; but we are confident that no 
one will regret having read the paper of Professor Mathews on " the 
Rhetorical Value of the Study of Hebrew," published in this number. 
There is no exaggeration in the statements made. And after all, 
why not study Hebrew ? With Summer Schools, and Correspond- 
ence Schools, there is assuredly no lack of opportunity. What is 
needed on the part of those who have not hitherto taken up this work ? 
Three things : (i) A little time, one hour a day; (2) a little grace, to 
overcome apparent obstacles ; (3) a little " grit," to enable them to 
hang on. TMs is all. 



The question of publishing a portion of the Hexateuch in differ- 
ent kinds of type in order to indicate clearly to the eye the character 
of the several documents of which it is thought by many to be com- 
posed, proves to be a more serious matter than was at first contem- 
plated. The way does not at this date seem clear for the publication 
of such material. It is a prevailing opinion that the result would be 
injurious rather than helpful. The Student has been established and 
carried on in order to aid the cause of biblical study. It will not 
knowingly adopt a policy, or undertake a work which, in the judgment 
of its friends and of the friends of biblical study, would prove detri- 
mental to the cause at large. The June STUDENT will contain a sym- 
posium in which many of the most noted divines and professors will 
participate ; the question considered will be the advisability, under all 
the circumstances, of publishing in the journal such an exposition of 
the Pentateuchal subject as was proposed in our last number by the 
Rev. Mr. Nordell. In connection with this symposium the decision of 
the editor will be announced. 
*2 
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The following protest against an editorial in the last Student 
deserves consideration : — 

I feel moved to utter a mild protest against some statements of fact made on 
page 242 of the Student. I do not believe that children of Christian families 
study the Bible less than children in like circumstances did fifty years ago. On 
the contrary, comparing families of any sort with families of the same sort, I am 
sure that there is more Bible study among children than there used to be. There 
is less committing of verses to memory; there is less of "reading the Bible 
through; " there is less use of the Bible as a school reading book; and there is 
more discussion of topics, and more illustration, and more studying about the 
Bible. With the men who come to Auburn, the ignorance of the Bible is Like 
their ignorance of everything else ; the training they have had has driven them to 
the hasty study of multitudes of details, whUe they have no store of facts fixed in 
their memories, that they can call up and use on occasion. I think there is a 
good deal in this that is mistaken ; but I see no particular difference between the 
knowledge of the Bible shown by these men, as a rule, and their knowledge of 
English grammar, for example, or of arithmetic. 

Willis J. Beechbe. 

Auburn, N. Y. 

It is, of course, not a question of opinion, but of fact. Is there 
to-day the home Bible training which was to be found fifty years 
ago.' Let the "elders" speak. If the amount is the same, and the 
results so different, we would better examine closely our present 
methods. 



The Student is always ready to hear both sides, and if found 
napping, to make open confession. Another "protest" has been 
presented : — 

An editorial in the Old Testament Student for March contains these 
words : "Is it necessary to go far in order to ascertain the result of a too strict 
adherence to the word f Do we not see this, clearly, in the conceptions of Script- 
ure current in our Savior's time ? This state of things was the natural, indeed 
the inevitable, outcome of the method of Scripture study employed in the preced- 
ing generations." 

Waldemer Schmidt calls the conceptions of Scripture current among the 
Babbis " arbitrary and artificial ;" De Wette alludes to them as " phantastic ; " 
Diestel criticises them as " atomistic ; " Strack says they " were often incorrect," 
diie " not to exegesis so much as eisegesis." The fault with the current concet»- 
tions of Scripture in our Savior's time was then by no means " a too strict 
adherence to the word." The Pharisees were not charged by the Lord with mag- 
nifying the letter of the Scriptures. Their punctilious tithing he fdlows, saying, 
" These things ought ye to have done," but their neglect of the weightier matters 
of the law he reproves. He exhorts them to search the Scriptures and asks them : 
" Why do ye transgress the commandment of God by your tradition ? " " Pull 
well ye reject the commandment of God that ye may keep your own tradition 
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making the woid of Grod of none effect through your tradition." It was nothing 
in the Old Testament, but the traditions of the elders, which led the Pharisees 
into hostility to the Savior. "These traditions," Meyer says (commentary on 
Matt. 15), "were esteemed by the Jews more liighly than' the written law." 
Diestel, in the following passage, plainly shows that the scribes and Pharisees 
rejected the Messiah not because they studied the prophecies concerning him, but 
because they did not study those passages. It was not literal fidelity, but literal 
neglect that led them to reject the Savior. 

" The very picture of the Messiah bore many contradictory features ; it was 
rather a popular sentiment than a school theorem, and therefore direct appeal to 
particular passages of the Old Testament was not common in the circles of the 
scribes. However, there is much reason for saying that at least the simple 
believers in Israel, whose hope of the Messiah rooted itself in religious needs, 
appealed to a series of passages of the Old Testament which the schools left 
unnoticed. Such faith of the congregation may have been the hidden bridge to 
Christianity — the little bud which unfolded large and glorious in the new King- 
dom of God." 

W. W. Everts, Jb. 

Haverhill, Mass. 

All that our correspondent declares concerning the pre-eminence 
of tradition among the Jews in our Savior's time is most true. The 
conception of Scripture current among them was a degraded and a 
degrading one. But whence came that conception } Its seeds were 
planted in Ezra's time. The devotion to the study and interpretation 
of the law that characterized his age was perverted by succeeding 
generations. The words of the law acquired a sort of sanctity. It 
became unlawful to divulge them to a Gentile. The sacred books 
were almost idolized. A " too strict adherence to the word" led 
inevitably to all kinds of allegorizing interpretations and to a multi- 
plicity of deductions and inferences, by the growth of which in our 
Lord's time the spirit and power of the Scriptures were belittled. 
Truly said Christ, " Ye make the word of God of none effect through 
your tradition." From worshiping the letter of the law the step was 
very simple to the loss of the essential meaning and spirit. And it 
may be aflSrmed unhesitatingly that wherever the mere word is 
clothed with a similar sanctity, the outcome will be equally disas- 
trous to the true conception and right use of the Scriptures. " Too 
strict adherence " is always followed by too great laxity. What is at 
first wrongly exalted will soon be basely dishonored. The truth of 
our previous statement could not be more clearly exemplified than in 
the evidences contained in the above letter. 



